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Education systems have developed and changed throughout the course of history. This activity compares
present day schooling with schooling at the time of the Ancient Greeks. Through this comparison students
will gain an insight into how culture and society has changed.

Suitable for students aged 9+

Learning Outcome: Students will have gained an insight into how it would be to live and learn in the
times of the Ancient Greeks. They will be able to compare and contrast the Ancient Greek education
system with their own.
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Ancient Greek &

Modern Education
Compare & Contrast

Developed by Steve Cooke

Theme: Ancient Greece
Age range: 9+

Context:

Education systems have developed and changed throughout the course of history. This activity compares
present day schooling with schooling at the time of the Ancient Greeks. Through this comparison
students will gain an insight into how culture and society has changed.

If you develop your own activities around this theme please send them to the address below to help
expand our library.

Preparation:

Print out the A4 sheets. Make up the Category Grids and the Venn Diagram by sticking the left sides and
the right sides together. If possible, laminate them. Cover the Education Cards with ‘clear pvc self
adhesive book cover film' before cutting them up.

HOW TO PLAY:

Separate students into groups of around four.

Give each group one copy of the Category Grid and one set of Education Cards.

Students sort out which card belongs in which box on the grid.

When they have finished, hand out the Answer Sheet so they can check their answers.

Students can then regroup and using one set of Education Cards, sort them onto the Venn Diagram to
see which features of education are the same and which have changed.

At the end of a game students can write down what they have learnt.

Learning Outcomes:

Students will have gained an insight into how it would be to live and learn in the times of the Ancient
Greeks. They will be able to compare and contrast the Ancient Greek education system with their own.
If you have found further learning outcomes please share them by emailing
collaborate@mantralingua.com.

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 303 Ballards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123

(You can purchase a professiondlly printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com. Students can use TalkingPEN to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “SharelINK".)
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(Cut along the dotted lines and make into cards)
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Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Education Cards
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(Cut along the dotted lines and make into cards)
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Education Cards

Ancient Greek & Modern Education
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(Cut along the dotted lines and make into cards)
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Education Cards

Ancient Greek & Modern Education
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Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
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(This is the right side of the Grid. Glue to left side, mount or laminate)

Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Category Grid 1

Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
or record your answer
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school for?

What kind of
children go to
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Classroom
furniture

Getting to school

Discipline

Modern
Child




S
<
O
X
V
v
—
O

Ancient

Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes

or record your answer
School age
What they learn
Arithmetic
Exercise
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(This is the right side of the Grid. Glue to left side, mount or laminate)

Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Category Grid 2

Sort out which cards An Cient
belong in which boxes

or record your answer Greek Chﬂd
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Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
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(This is the right side of the Grid. Glue to left side, mount or laminate)

Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Category Grid 3

Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
or record your answer
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(This is the left side of the Grid. Cut along the dotted line and glue to the right side.)
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Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Answer Grid

Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
or record your answer

School age

What they learn

Reading

Arithmetic

Exercise

Writing

Ancient

Greek Child

We start school when we
are seven years old.

We learn reading,
writing, arithmetic,
music and poetry.

We read long poems
which we have to learn
by heart.

We use an abacus
to help us learn to
add and subtract.

We have P.E. every

afternoon.

We write on wax tablets
with a sharp stylus.

We start school when we
are three years old.

We learn English,
Maths, Science, ICT and
lots of other things.

We read lots of stories
and information books.

We do mental maths
and use calculators.

We have P.E. once
or twice a week.

We write on paper
with pens and pencils.




(This is the right side of the Grid. Glue to left side, mount or laminate)

Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Answer Grid

Sort out which cards
belong in which boxes
or record your answer

Who was the
school for?

What kind of
children go to
school?

Class size

Classroom
furniture

Getting to school

Discipline

Ancient
Greek Child

Only children from

rich families go to school.

Only boys go to school.
Girls stay at home.

There are eight
children in our class.

We sit on stools
in a circle around
the teacher.

A slave brings me
to school.

The slave hits me
if | am naughty.

Modern
Child

All children go to
school.

There are boys and
girls at our school.

There are about
twenty-seven
children in our class.

We sit in groups
at tables.

1 walk to school
by myself.

The teacher tells me off
if 1 am naughty.




(This is the left side of the Diagram. Cut along the dotted line and glue to the right side.)n

Ancient Greek & Modern Education - Venn Diagram
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(This is the right side of the Diagram. Glue to the left side, mount or laminate.)
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