
Collaborative LearningLiteracy

Improving Adjectives
Connect Four

This is an activity to help build vocabulary and enhance creative writing skills. In the context of a connect
four game, students are challenged to substitute commonly used adjectives with more interesting ones.

Suitable for students aged 7+

Learning Outcome: Students will have developed their literacy skills by expanding their vocabulary to
include a wider variety of adjectives.

Improving Adjectives    Game Board



Collaborative LearningLiteracy

Improving Adjectives
Connect Four

(You can purchase a professionally printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com.  Students can use TalkingPEN to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “ShareLINK”.)

Developed by Collaborative Learning
Illustrated by Peter Bennett

Theme: Vocabulary
Age range: 7+

Context:
This is an activity to help build vocabulary and enhance creative writing skills. In the context of a connect
four game, students are challenged to substitute commonly used adjectives with more interesting ones.
If you add different cards please send them to the address below to help us expand our library.

Preparation:
Print out the A4 sheets. Print 4 copies of the Record Sheet.
Glue together the two halves of the Game Board, and if possible, laminate it. Cover the pages of playing
cards and instructions with ‘clear pvc self adhesive film’, and cut them up.
Leave the Record Sheets unlaminated as students will be writing on them.
We have provided four sets of Adjective Cards. Either play the ORANGE with the GREEN for a simpler
version, or the RED with the PURPLE for a more advanced version.

HOW TO PLAY:
The instructions below are replicated on the next page so that each group playing has their own.

1. You need four players, a dictionary, four Record Sheets (one per player), one Game Board and
two sets of Adjective Cards (different colour borders).

2. Work with a partner to make a team of two, and take one set of cards.
3. Shuffle your team’s cards and place them in a pile face down.
4. The teams take turns to pick a card. If you have an adjective on the card, can it be used to

replace an adjective on the board?
5. If you pick up a blank card can you think of an adjective to replace one on the board?
6. Everyone has to agree that the word makes sense where it has been placed.
7. Each player can use their Record Sheet to write down the new adjectives they have chosen, using

a dictionary to check their spellings.
8. The team with the first four cards in a line either vertically, horizontally or diagonally wins.
9. Carry on playing until the Record Sheets are full.

Learning Outcomes:
Students will have developed their literacy skills by expanding their vocabulary to include a wider variety
of adjectives. If you have found further learning outcomes please share them by emailing
collaborate@mantralingua.com.

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 303 Ballards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123



Improving Adjectives - Instruction Cards
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(Cut along the black dotted lines to make 2 ‘How to Play’ cards.)
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sunny hot glorious dry

reliable generous adventurous exciting

colourful tasty caring fashionable

gloomy uninteresting thoughtless frightening

unfriendly ill-favoured spicy sunny

snappy delicious helpful stormy
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(Cut along the dotted lines to make 24 cards.)



spicy sunny snappy delicious

helpful stormy difficult miserable

useful uncomfortable wet grey
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sunny searing heavenly desiccated

conscientious benevolent adventurous exhilarating

garish delectable passionate refined

sombre monotonous illogical harrowing

adversary baneful acrid congenial

expeditious palatable helpful tempestuous
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(Cut along the dotted lines to make 24 cards.)



pungent amiable energetic appetising

helpful cranky adverse anguished

beneficial despondent sodden gloomy
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Improving Adjectives - Game Board (This is the left half of the board. Cut along the red dotted line and stick to the right half)
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Record Sheet Name:............................................

Old Adjectives New Adjectives


